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March 25, 2020  (Annunciation of the Lord) 

 

My Dear People, 

 

I am grateful to our Clergy, as well as our diocesan and parish staff and to all the people of our 

Diocese who are working together.  It is clear that our response to this coronavirus certainly 

brings out the best in people.  We are blessed with such dedicated people who continue to 

minister to the people of our Diocese.   

 

Following a Decree issued on March 19 by the Congregation for Divine Worship and the 

Discipline of the Sacraments, Father Conrad Edwards, Chair of our Diocesan Liturgical 

Commission has assisted in the preparation of an update to our Pastors concerning Holy Week.  

We will postpone the Mass of Chrism but the Easter Triduum cannot be postponed. Pastors will 

celebrate Holy Week privately since we still cannot offer any public Masses and liturgies during 

this time. 

 

Cathy Farrow, our Managing Director / Diocesan Financial Administrator has been in 

communication with other Financial Administrators from across the Atlantic Provinces.  She has 

prepared a document to inform and assist our Pastors with financial impacts given the provincial 

state of emergency regulations.   

 

It is clear that we need to stay home following the directives and guidelines of the Premier and 

the Nova Scotia Chief Medical Officer of Health, as well all official advisories from our federal 

and provincial governments.    

 

While respecting the law and encouraging people not to gather, we are witnessing some novel 

ways to minister to people.  We are so fortunate to have a Diocesan Mass for Shut Ins, those who 

are homebound.  CTV has been hosting this Mass for 57 years now and currently Father Patrick 

O’Neil is the Director.  We are likewise fortunate to participate in the National Catholic 

Broadcasting Council’s Daily and Sunday Televised Mass offered through Salt & Light which is 

now offered free until May 1st on all Canadian cable networks.  A number of our parishes are also 

celebrating Mass through social media.  Parishes are using creative ways to connect with the 

vulnerable to ensure that no one is completely isolated and alone.  At various times, Pope Francis 

has asked us to offer prayers at the same time throughout the world. 

 

This Season of Lent has been a world-wide time of Penance but we remain strong and 

determined through our common prayer. As a people of faith with the help of the Holy Spirit we 

will get through this together.  

 

Bishop Wayne Kirkpatrick 

Diocese of Antigonish   

 


